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WANSFORD  
COMMUNITY HALL 
Peterborough Road, Wansford 

 

This hall accommodates parties of up to  
36 people seated.  Ideal for Meetings,  

Workshops, Aerobics etc 
 

GREAT VALUE AT ONLY £4 per hour 
FOR BOOKINGS TELEPHONE 

John Stannage 07879 485330 
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EDITORIAL  
 
It could be said that this edition is a truly 
international one, I received one article from a 
contributor who is currently in Kyoto and I am 
putting it all together from a glorious campsite 
in the Snowdonia National Park, which 
fortunately has excellent Wi-Fi! However on 
reflection, it is once again a very local 
magazine with coverage this month of the 
extremely successful STIBBfest and 
information about all sorts of wonderful 
classes, meetings, fayres and events which are 
happening in our villages during the month. 
 
Having welcomed Nicky Rogers to the team a 
couple of months ago, I hope you will all enjoy 
her first ‘official’ Special Report, although I 
suspect many of you  recognised her as the 
author of our April centre pages.  
 
The layout has changed again a little this 
month, I have been trying to keep things as 
similar as possible, but in the end it depends 
entirely on what I’m sent and where it fits, 
sometimes it’s quite juggling act. 
 
Can I also remind readers that if they do use 
any of our advertisers that you let them know 
that you saw the advert in Living Villages. 
 
On behalf of the LV team I wish you all a 
lovely summer. 
 

 
Tracy Sortwell 
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Distribution manager:      Rod Sortwell 

Advertising Manager:    Kate Hopkins 

Printing and collation:        PPS Print 

      

           

Regular features writers:  

Reflections:                     Jane Tailby 

Nature Notes:            Graham Blagden 

 

 

CONTENTS 

Contacts       4 
Worship lists       5 
Reflections       7 
 
NEWS REPORTS 
Friends of Churches 
Wansford and  
Thornhaugh       8 
Stibbington       8 
Sutton        8 
Water Newton       9 
 
Communicare             14 
Hort Society     15 
Stibbington Centre    23 
WI                    29 
Cricket Club                 33 
 
PARISH COUNCILS 
Wansford      25 
 
SPECIAL REPORT 
STIBBfest           20/21/22 
A47 upgrade     24 
Wansford Old Bridge    24 
 
REGULARS 
Nature Notes      35 
Letters to the Editor    36/37 
 
DIARY DATES                38 

Read your magazine on-line at  www.livingvillagesmagazine.co.uk 

Front Cover - Tracy Sortwell 

Printing & Collation - PPS Print 



4 

                  Living Villages Editorial Team 
 
 

Editor   Tracy Sortwell   07841 382063 

   editor@livingvillagesmagazine.co.uk 

Treasurer   Gordon Alleyne   01780 784531 

   gordonalleyne@hotmail.co.uk     

Distribution Manager  Rod Sortwell       01780 783403 

   r.sortwell@btinternet.com  

Advertising Manager Kate Hopkins    07580 218792 

   katehopkins5@gmail.com 

Special Report Writer Nicky Rogers    01780 781770 

   nicolajanerogers@cloud.com 

 

Parish Councils 
Sutton    Peter Lee (Chairman)  01780 782703 

Wansford   Wendy Gray (Clerk)  01778 441312 

Sibson-cum-Stibbington Wendy Gray (Clerk)  01778 441312 

Thornhaugh    Deirdre McCumiskey (Clerk) 01780 782668 

Water Newton (Parish Meeting) Stephen Went (Chairman) 01733 230628 
 

Churches 
Ministers:  Thornhaugh & Wansford       01780 782271 

        Stibbington, Sutton, Castor & Water Newton  01733 380900 

        admin.castor@btconnect.com    

Churchwardens: 

St Andrew’s Thornhaugh:   Stuart Foreman  01780 783220 

      Liz Kemp   01780 782333 

St Mary’s Wansford:    Caroline Ashley  01780 782408 

      Alan Jones   01780 783205 

St John the Baptist, Stibbington Richard Winfrey  01780 782431 

      Carol Lindsay   01780 782338  

Friends: 

St Mary’s & St Andrew’s   Dora Baker   01780 782519 

St John the Baptist    Helen Facer   01780 782932 

St Remigius Water Newton   Tony Capon   01733 237500 
 

Other useful contacts 
Neighbourhood Policing 101  P’boro City Council 01733 747474 

Wansford Surgery 01780 782342 Royal British Legion 01780 782200 

(Out of hours              111 option 4)  Stibbington & Wansford WI . . 789996 

Wansford Pharmacy 01780 781616 Cricket Club  07860 278800 

Communicare  01780 470437  Horticultural Society 01780 782446 

H’don District Council 01480 388388 Stibbington Centre 01780 782386 
 

Website        www.livingvillagesmagazine.co.uk 

DIRECTORY OF CONTACTS  

mailto:r.sortwell@btinternet.com
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WORSHIP JUNE 2018 
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Four Churches are coming together over the weekend of 30th June and 1st 
July to throw open their doors to a wonderful series of flower displays . 
Nassington, Wansford, Woodnewton and Yarwell Churches are all within the 
Watersmete Benefice and have decided to base many of their displays 
around a water theme. 
From 12 noon to 5pm each day visitors can tour the villages and visit all 
four churches after making a donation of £5 for a one day pass or £10 to 
take a more relaxed approach over the two days of the festival. Passes are 
available at the door of each Church and under 16s are free. 
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REFLECTIONS by 
Rev. David Ridgeway 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

The above words will be familiar to most readers of this magazine. They were 

penned by Bishop Thomas Ken, one of the saints commemorated in the 

Church of England calendar this month on 8th June.  
 

Ken was born at Little Berkhampstead in Hertfordshire in 1637. After studying 

at New College Oxford he was ordained priest in 1662 and worked in a poor 

parish in Winchester Diocese. He then went on to teach at Winchester college 

for ten years before spending a period serving as chaplain to King Charles II.  

Thomas Ken’s gifts were widely acknowledged and he was consecrated as 

Bishop of Bath and Wells in the year 1685.  
 

Ken lived in rather turbulent times and following the death of King Charles the 

Roman Catholic James II came to the throne. As time went on, Ken became 

increasingly concerned about the new regime and, along with six other 

bishops, he was confined to the Tower for refusing to sign the king’s 

“Declaration of Indulgence” which hoped to restore Roman Catholicism in 

England. Following their trial, Ken and his fellow bishops were acquitted but 

further troubles lay ahead.  
 

Following riots and other unrest Parliament eventually offered the throne to 

the King’s daughter Mary and her husband William of Orange and King James 

fled into exile. William and Mary naturally began their reign by demanding 

oaths of allegiance from all persons holding public positions, including the 

bishops. Thomas Ken and others refused to take the oath, on the grounds that 

they had sworn allegiance to James  and could not during his lifetime swear 

allegiance to another monarch without making such oaths a mockery. They 

were accordingly put out of office. These bishops became known as the non-

jurors and their deposition led to deep divisions within the church in England.  
 

Ken spent the remainder of his life in quiet retirement, living for a good while 

on the estate of his college friend Lord Weymouth at Longleat. Thankfully this 

gave Ken the opportunity to write the much loved hymns for which he is 

remembered.  He died on 19 March 1711 and at dawn the following day, 

whilst his faithful friends sang his hymn  "Awake, my soul, and with the sun" 

Bishop Ken's remains were laid to rest beneath the East Window of the Church 

of St. John in Frome - the nearest parish in his old Diocese of Bath and Wells.  
 

The experiences of Bishop Ken are a reminder that, although there are many 

troubles which still divide the Church, today in England there is a much 

greater respect and understanding between Christians of different 

denominations. Long may this continue that we might work more effectively 

together in continuing the task to which the Church is called; witnessing to 

God’s goodness and generosity that all people may  Praise God, from whom all 

blessings flow. 

Praise God from whom 
all blessings flow 
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FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S AND ST ANDREW’S 

 

On Sunday 24 June at 6pm we will be holding our Patronal Festival Service, 

after which refreshments will be served. Do come along and join us, you will 

assured of a very warm welcome 

Carol Lindsay and Richard Winfrey 

Church Wardens 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH STIBBINGTON 
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FRIENDS OF ST REMIGIUS WATER NEWTON 

STRAWBERRY FAYRE, SUNDAY 1st JULY at 4PM 
 
Our next service and celebration is our annual ‘Strawberry Service' followed 
by an Afternoon Strawberry Tea - ‘All Things Strawberry!'. Come and      
celebrate summer in the sunshine in the idyllic riverside setting of the 
Church of St. Remigius, Water Newton.  
 
You can be sure of fun, great company and a truly 
sumptuous strawberry cream afternoon tea with us by 
the river - Now that’s quintessentially  English!. A small 
charge of £5 to cover the cost will be requested for 
your delicious cream tea. 
 
Everybody welcome. 
 
Tony Capon 

MEN’s BREAKFAST 
 

An exciting new venture by the churches of our group is starting soon for any 

men who wold like to come along, whether connected to the church or not. 

Who let the men out? 

A chance for all men from our local villages to meet and  

socialise over a tasty breakfast 

(Apethorpe, Woodnewton, Nassington, Yarwell, Wansford and Thornhaugh) 

 

Saturday June 16th 

8.30am – 10.00am 

Queens Head Hotel, Nassington PE8 6QB 

 

RSVP to help cater with approximate numbers or for any queries please   

contact Ian Scott mensbreakfast@btconnect.com  

 

With the busy lives and pressure from the long and erratic work hours we 

seem to lead, it is rare for men from the villages to ever meet in a relaxed 

and informal way for a short time. Gather round a big table for tasty bacon 

sandwiches with tea and coffee for informal introductions to make new    

contacts, find out about local villages, establish communication and         

networking. The event is specifically timed to minimise disruption to a   

weekend and follows on from successful events like this in towns and rural 

areas throughout the UK. The meetings will be held about every 2-3 months 

and are intended primarily to make new friends and support each other and 

to develop ideas to help our local communities. Development from these 

events are entirely directed by suggestions from those attending so this is 

your chance to be in at the start, join in the fun, invite a neighbour or friend 

to come and possibly make a real contribution to your village community in a 

relaxed and informal way. Volunteer coordinator is Ian Scott from Yarwell via 

email mensbreakfast@btconnect.com  

mailto:mensbreakfast@btconnect.com
mailto:mensbreakfast@btconnect.com
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Mons 10.30am Laxton Village Hall NN17 3AT 
            7.30pm KingsCliffe Memorial Hall PE8 6XW  
 
Tues    5.45 & 7pm Wansford Christie Hall 
 
Weds    7pm Bulwick Village Hall (booking only) 
 
Thurs  10am Wansford Christie Hall PE8 6JS   
             Easton on Hill 4.30 pm (gentle/chair) &  6.30pm  
               (mixed ability) Village Hall PE9 3NN  
  
Fri       9.30am YogaMummys + babes/tots KCU 
            11.45  Yoga Lunch hour- Christie Hall  
 

Yoga 
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Millstone Grit are a group of eleven 
men from the Stamford and Grantham 
areas. They were formed eight years 
ago by members of a mixed choir who 
wished to develop a repertoire more  
tailored to male voices and singing    
traditions. They have been nurtured for 
the last two years by talented Music  
Director Jan Williams who recently also 
became MD of the well-established and 
prestigious Corby Male Voice Choir.  
Millstone Grit perform an eclectic mix of 
folk, classic pop, contemporary and 

world music reflecting the diverse tastes of its members. They like to think 
their audiences never quite know what’s  coming next! A tight-knit and informal 
group, “The Gritters” are a mainly  acapella group singing in four part harmony 
but they sometimes like to add a little judicious accompaniment on a variety of 
instruments. 
 

Fellacapella was formed from the 
tenor section of Grantham based choir 
Invisible, the East Midlands leading 
acapella choir, which became         
Syncapella in 2015, We discovered 
that there is a unique synergy when 
men sing together in harmony, and we 
enjoy sharing our diversity of           
repertoire, style, humour and virtuosity 
with fellow music lovers. 
 
Reviews might have said: 
‘Six vocal sadists searching vainly for a chord.’ (Melody Maker) 
‘The men who put the harm in harmony.’ (Daily Mail) 
‘Their singing makes me cry. Sometimes in a good way.’ (Gareth Malone) 
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Communicare 
(Wansford & Kings Cliffe Surgery Patient Group) 
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HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  
For once we had fine weather for our plant sale on Saturday 12th May and there 
was no wind to blow the plants over! It proved a pleasant social occasion for 
many of our members as well as an opportunity to stock up on plants and boost 
the society’s funds. 
 

Our thoughts have now turned to the Annual Show which takes place on Bank 
Holiday Saturday, 25 August. We would love to hear from any readers 
who might like to run a stall at the show this year. A pitch costs just £10, free to 
charities, and there is plenty of space, but we cannot provide tables or gazebos. 
Please email me if you are interested. 
 

Although the number of adult entries at last year’s show increased, the same 
can’t be said for children’s entries despite our best efforts to encourage            
participation. One of our very active members visited local schools and distributed 
a specially printed children’s schedule and colourful posters, but there was sadly 
no noticeable increase in entries. Part of the problem is that schools have broken 
up for the holidays long before the show, but we are still keen to encourage child 
participation, as they are the gardeners and crafters of the future, and hopefully 
with the help of local parents and indeed grandparents we can do this. 
 

Examples from Children’s Art are a collage (6 - 8 years), a picture of your pet 
(under 8 years), and a greetings card (8 - 11 years). In the Photography section 
“Having Fun” and a photo of family and friends should give budding               
photographers lots of scope, and in the Craft section making a sculpture from  
recycled materials or painting a flower pot might be a fun activity for a rainy day 
in the summer holidays. My personal hope is that this year we will have some  
entries of miniature gardens in a seed tray to include a pond. (Seed trays and 
small mirrors can be supplied! Email me.) 
 

We still have a few seats available on the coach trip on Sunday 24 June to Beth 
Chatto’s Gardens and R.H.S. Hyde Hall (£23 to members and £25 to non 
members) .  Some seats also remain for the trip on Saturday 28 July to Little 
Morton Hall and Biddulph Grange on the borders of Cheshire and        
Staffordshire. The cost of this trip is £16 for people who are National Trust    
members and £34 for those who are not.  
 
Full details of the rest of our 2018 programme and the schedule for the Annual 
Show can be found on the website: www.wansfordhorticulturalsociety.org.uk. 
Please contact me if you would like to join the society (£2.50 per person) or have 
any other queries. 

Gill Fisher 

Exhibits from the Children’s section last year 

http://www.wansfordhorticulturalsociety.org.uk
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Solid Fuel Merchant 
Supplier of Pre Packs 

 

Coal Bunkers    Charcoal    Compost 
Flo Gas     Logs & Sticks     Salt 

 

Coal Yard                                     Office 
Station Road                                  12 Church Hill 
Nassington                                                   Castor 
01780 782540                                   01733 380470     

GRIFFIN 

Tel: 07743 087241 
Email: annaforbes@live.co.uk 
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CONQUER TREE SERVICES 
All aspects of tree surgery covered: 

Pruning  Re-shaping  Felling  Topping  Hedge trimming 
FREE no obligation quotation — Fully insured 
Shaun Burnett (NPTC Fully Qualified Arborist) 

Telephone 01780 749567  Mobile 07905 317315 

 

P E T E R   R I D D I N G T O N 
L A N D S C A P I N G 

 

We supply and install Patios & Pathways, Decking, Stone Walls and Fencing, 

We plant Trees, Shrubs Hedges and Flowers, and offer a complete Garden  

Maintenance and Improvement Service.  Garden design service provided 

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation 
 

4 LOCKS GREEN, YARWELL, PETERBOROUGH PE8 6PY 
Telephone: 01780 783004   Mobile: 07860 962068 
Email:  peter@peterriddington.co.uk 
Email: peter@peterriddington.co.uk 

 

mailto:peter@peterriddington.co.uk
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SPECIAL REPORT  
By Nicky Rogers 

I have lived in Thornhaugh for 11 

years now, and until recently, had 

never been to the Stibbington    

Centre. But I have just put that 

right. 
 

To mark the 30th anniversary of this 

amazing facility, they gave visitors a 

taste of what they might have been 

missing at the celebratory ‘Stibbfest’ 

open day. 

 

For those who don’t know,         

Stibbington Centre is a residential 

and day centre run by              

Cambridgeshire     Environmental 

Education Service (CEES). Its pur-

pose is to provide school children of 

all ages with a wonderful, safe 

learning experience away from 

school or home that will bring the 

curriculum alive. 

 

On Saturday 12th May they threw 

their doors open to show off their 

very best bits. Visitors (and me)  

fortified by free celebration cake, 

wandered around the gardens     

accompanied by the Wansford    

Ukelele Folk group and absorbed the 

wonderful, friendly world of the  

Stibbington Centre.  

 

Croquet on the lawn is so terribly 

English, but I don’t think hammering 

the ball with the mallet is allowed, 

nor is kicking it towards the hoop. 

The little girl I watched for a few 

minutes had scant regard for rules 

but plainly had a whale of a time. 

And still missed every hoop. 

 

Inside, exceptionally clever crafts-

people brought a whole raft of ideas 

for what you can make with        

materials others throw away. Bright, 

beautiful baskets made from crisp 

packets, old maps or strips of paper 

from magazines might seem a step 

too far, but this ‘rubbish’ had been 

given a new, stylish and practical 

life, all for the cost of some dabs of 

glue and some relaxing               

paper-rolling. 

 

Outside, sitting at Rosie’s Retreat, 

(with another piece of homemade 

cake) provided the energy for a  

sublime afternoon stroll around the 

Stibbington Lakes nature reserve.  

Treasure on our  
doorstep 

Local Wildlife reads poster 

Rosie Edwards, head of CEES died in 2016. 
She was passionate about art, children and 
the environment and donations in her 
memory were used to create a project   
pulling all her loves together. Local artists 
were invited to create a piece in their own 
style to contribute to Rosie’s Memorial Art 
Trail, and Stibbfest was the first time that all 
the pieces were seen in their new homes. 
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This was an unexpected treat that 

began with a short Bradshaws 

(electric) minibus ride from        

Stibbington Centre, through the    

village and down a track to the    

reserve, which is managed by the 

Wildlife Trust and was developed 

around pits which were used for the 

extraction of gravel until about 40 

years ago. There was a choice of 

walks – (shortish, or a bit longer) 

round the lakes and away from the 

rest of the world. It was a little piece 

of refreshing calm in a busy day and 

I just have to mention the most   

glorious magenta-coloured lilacs I 

have ever clapped eyes on.  

 

Something else that was a bit of an 

eye-opener was a boot turned nest 

box nailed to a tree. This cosy and 

safe little home once belonged to 

Doug, a nature reserve volunteer 

from Warmington, who died recently. 

What a perfect way to remember 

him. 

 

Back on the buggy/bus (I engineered 

a seat next to the driver to discuss 

the pros and cons of electric         

vehicles) and back to the centre for 

a spot of pond dipping, something I 

hadn’t done since I was eight and it 

reminded me that nature is so     

incredibly diverse. 

 

Thanks to a phone that is also a 

camera, a walk round the back of 

the pond allowed some serious  

landscaping espionage. I confess to 

taking pictures of the willow fencing 

to shamelessly copy in my own   

garden. 

  

That was my day and it’s horses for 

courses, had I taken my grandson 

with me it would have been a     

completely different day. No doubt I 

would have been up to my elbows in 

painting with paint (all shades of 

brown) made from nothing but    

natural products found in the      

gardens. I could have settled down 

for a story in the sheltered story  

circle with its comforting fire pit or 

made a plant pot out of newspaper 

to take home. We could have   

squinted down microscopes to     

discover hidden world in the        

observation lounge, then gone 

straight into the Crunchy Carrot Café 

for (yet more) cake.  

 

It was a lovely gentle dry day (until 

it started to rain at 3.00pm) that 

leant itself to strolling round the  

gardens to see and buy some of the 

artwork on display and even have a 

go. There was lots more going on 

and I haven’t even touched on the 

period classrooms and indoor events. 

That’s for you to explore – if you 

haven’t been. It’s a resource that’s 

there for us all to use and enjoy. I’m 

definitely going again, willow     

weaving day course anyone? See 

you there… 

 

Got a big family ‘do’  
on the horizon? 

 
Instead of squabbling about who is 
going to sleep where at your house 
and fighting for bathroom/kitchen 
space, when you have your next big 
family ‘do’ you can hire the          
Stibbington Centre instead for your 
self-catering private party. Who 
knew?  

(http://www.cees.org.uk/pdfs/2016/
stib-private-hire-121916.pdf) 

http://www.cees.org.uk/pdfs/2016/stib-private-hire-121916.pdf
http://www.cees.org.uk/pdfs/2016/stib-private-hire-121916.pdf
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Images from STIBBFEST  
Courtesy of Tony Nero 
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Upgrading of the A47 Wansford to Sutton 
An Update 

The development of the A47 dualling project is developing slowly with    
Highways England still pressing for a southern route that takes the road very 
close to the River Nene. This route is significantly more expensive and will do 
irretrievable damage to the landscape and ecology of the Nene Valley. The 
only reason for preferring this route is the Scheduled Historic Monument  
immediately west of the old railway line. It appears that there is a possible 
route through the SHM that avoids all the known features and this is being 
investigated. 
This was all discussed between Sutton Parish Council, Wansford Parish  
Council and Highways England at a 7 hour series of meetings on Friday 4th 
May and this meeting will be reconvened in about a month’s time. The formal 
public consultation on the project has been put back from June 2018 until 
later in the year. 
Part of these meetings was the first ever discussions about the sections of 
the A47 within Wansford. HE intends to restore the road between the two 
roundabouts to dual carriageway and they showed some sketches of this. 
They have not however determined the diameter of the western roundabout 
a task that will be completed in the next few weeks. It is HE’s intention to 
make all the changes within the existing highway boundaries without any    
compulsory purchase of land. At the meetings HE stressed that the letters 
circulated recently to residents just related to land access for fencing and 
other work, not to compulsory purchase. 
We will keep everyone informed as the scheme develops. 

Richard Clarke 
Wansford Parish Council 

Wansford Old Bridge Closure 
 
The local Parish Councils have been informed that the project to repair and 
renovate the old bridge is due to start on 6th August (subject to planning 
permission from the Secretary of State, Historic England and the           
Environment Agency.) 
 

I have already had communications from both the Project Engineer and the 
Customer Liaison Officer who have agreed to supply details and           
photographs of their progress, including how they will be managing the 
ecology and dealing with bats.  
 

I am also aware that they are looking at traffic management plans which 
may allow for occasional light traffic access at times when they are either 
working away from the road or not working. This would be of great benefit 
to both the businesses in the village and residents in Bridge End. 
 
They have to inform the local community at least two weeks before the 
start date, so are planning to send something formal for publication for the 
July edition.  
 
Yes it’s going to be an inconvenience to many of us, but the work is       
necessary as the loss of the bridge would be disastrous for our local     
communities. 

Tracy Sortwell 
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WANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
WPC had 3 meetings on Monday 14th May and started with the   

annual parish meeting where the results of the election were     

announced, the Chairman thanked all the electorate who took time 

out to vote. 
 

The existing councillors were re-elected but it is good to have more applicants 

than positions in our parish rather than co-opting people on. Most impressive 

was the 34% turnout of electors, more than in most of the wards that were 

holding city council elections. 
 

The Chairman’s report has comments on 
 

  The A47 project is ongoing and there is a separate article about it in this 

magazine. 
 

 The Wansford old bridge is suffering from age and heavy traffic and urgent 

major repairs being undertaken this coming August. We are ensuring   

focus on maintaining access to the businesses on the south side of the 

river whilst work progresses; as it has been estimated at about 16 weeks 

but pedestrian and cycle access should be available all the time and it is 

hoped the south going traffic will available for cars some of the time. 
 

 The picnic site has been cleaned up and we will continue discussions with 

Highways England to find a solution to other problems there. 
 

 Wansford bridge is no longer an A road and has been reclassified as the 

C370 which should allow us to remove some of the larger road signs in the 

village. 
 

 The 20mph speed limit is now in place and some comments from residents 

will be considered. 
 

 Some new street lights have been provided using LEDS for more efficiency 
 

The Annual General Meeting then took place and the officers were broadly        

re-elected to duties they covered over the last 12 months. 
 

The Parish Council monthly meeting then considered two planning applications 

where no objections raised. 
 

A resident has had a noise pollution survey done which shows excessive noise 

from the A1 especially in the Swanhill and Black Swan Spinney area. The A1 is 

due to be resurfaced this year which should help. 
 

The website www.wansfordvillage.com was briefly discussed on how to archive 

past information and more time needed to consider the way this will be treated. 
 

Cllr Graham Garner 

http://www.wansfordvillage.com
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Molecatchers Cottage 

28 High Street  
Upwood 
Cambs 

PE26 2QE 

 

 

Domestic, commercial, rural and 
urban pest control. 

Also, traditional mole control  
(no poisons). 

Fully insured. 

FREE estimates. 

 

Contact Graham on; 

T 07917358925 

E gbpestcontrol@hotmail.com 

W www.gbpestcontrol.com 
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BARKLEYS GARDEN SERVICES 

 

Grass cutting, weeding,  
hedge trimming 
 

Lady gardener  
available 
 

Bev & Peter 

Ailsworth  

(01733) 380480  

07593721144 

beverleybarkley1@gmail.com 
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26th August 2018 
 

The full line up for the 2018 Water Newton Music Fest has now been released. 
 

The organisers of this ever popular event will be showcasing a great selection 
of popular local bands including – ‘The Gangsters’. ‘Latino Sound’ ‘Pennyless’, 
Nick Corney & The Buzz Rats, and ‘The Hound Dogs’. 
 
The open air one day event to be held on Bank Holiday Sunday 26th August 
starts at 12 noon and is held on the beautifully located village green by the 
River Nene with continuous music through to 7.30pm. 
 
There will be delicious ‘street food’, wood fired pizzas, gourmet burgers and a 
wine and beer tent serving real ales supplied by Castor Ales. 
 
Be sure to note the date in your diaries. Why not make up a party?  
 
Tickets will be in high demand but you can ensure your booking is  
secured by emailing:  
 

‘I want tickets’ to friendsofstremigius@gmail.com 
 
Further information: 
 

This is a charity gig with all profits going to ‘The Friends of St Remigius’ to 
help maintain and improve the ancient church in this delightful hamlet on the 
banks of the River Nene. Water Newton is just 6 miles outside the city of   
Peterborough and just off the A1 
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STIBBINGTON AND 
WANSFORD WI 

May is traditionally the month where the ladies of 

the WI consider the     resolutions to go forward to the national conference 

in June. This year was no exception, and we were asked to consider the role 

that the WI can play in advancing parity of care and consideration with 

physical health for mental health issues. The resolution was considered very 

deeply and with much  discussion as mental health issues affect all ages and 

levels of our society. The resolution was accepted unanimously by the mem-

bers and those ladies who are going to the national conference will show a 

keen interest as it is debated nationally. 

 

In the immediate short term, we are pleased to be sharing the news of a 

new campaign launched by MIND in Cambridgeshire called Stop Suicide. The 

link is here for you to find out more information and perhaps pledge to help. 

https://www.stopsuicidepledge.org 

 

Members of the WI completed the spring walk, and celebrated with a      

delicious lunch afterwards. Other members joined with our group of WIs at 

Hampton for  afternoon tea and entertainment by a Ukulele band. Our WI 

will be hosting this annual    

meeting next year and we plan 

to make it a very  special       

celebration of 100 years since 

the formation of  Stibbington and 

Wansford WI. Watch this space 

for other centenary events that 

the local community will be able 

to share with us! 

 

In June we shall be as busy as 

ever. Our group meeting on June 

12th will be at Prebendal Manor 

for a tour of the garden. If you would like to join us, please do call me as we 

need to pre-book spaces. We will also have our 3C’s (coffee, craft and chat) 

meetings on June 1st and 15th, 10 til 12 in the community hall. Please do join 

us there. 

 

On June 22 we will be heading to the flower festival at Ely Cathedral and are 

looking forward to a splendid day out! 

 

More details and news can also be found on our Facebook page @sandwwi .                                             

Jan Armitage 01780 78999  

https://www.stopsuicidepledge.org
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Wansford In England Cricket Club 
2018 Fixtures 
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Spotting Rare Birds NATURE NOTES  
By Graham Blagden  

Following writing about my cold, benighted Moorhen a month or so ago, a 

first sighting of the bird from my house, I have been thinking of all those 

other birds I have seen only once, in Yarwell or anywhere for that matter. 
 

Jays can be seen and heard in Sulehay Forest but I have only seen one flying 

over the house heading for large trees to the east of the village. Early one 

morning I was taking out my kitchen waste to my compost heap when I   

disturbed two birds from the adjacent hedgerow. One was instantly          

recognisable as a wood pigeon but the other flew off in the other direction 

with a telltale zigzag flight and long, downward pointing bill - a woodcock, 

often seen in the Forest and also local butchers’ shops! In this case I hope 

the former. One year we had a visitation from a ‘green parrot’, or           

Rose-Ringed parakeet, common in European cities, and London of course. It 

actually stayed around for three or four days near Yarwell churchyard and 

adjacent gardens. It’s noise had scared off the local churchyard Spotted   

Flycatcher which turned up in my garden for its enforced ‘holiday’. One harsh 

winter - not this one strangely - my bird feeder was visited by a pair of reed 

buntings, a yellowhammer, tree sparrows, lesser redpolls and a siskin, but 

not again. A couple of years ago, for two or three nights a ghostly barn owl 

quartered the garden for prey. A magnificent sight. 
 

Then there is the odd common tern, a 

heron, a cormorant and a mallard more 

readily seen down by the river.       

Occasionally a bird turns up when you 

least expect it anywhere in Britain. I 

remember hiking over the moors in  

Perthshire and camping in the heather. 

When I woke up I opened the tent to 

be confronted by a ring ouzel, a   

blackbird sized bird with a white    

crescent on its breast. It can be seen 

in Ferry Meadows on migration but I’ve 

never seen one again. 
 

If you think you will never see an odd bird, do think again - and keep an eye 

to the sky. I was driving on the Elton to Wansford Road a couple of years ago 

and noticed a large bird through the windscreen. Very large wings, a long 

neck and long legs trailing behind. It was either a flamingo or a crane. It was 

the latter, one of the early cranes that are now seen more regularly in the 

Nene Valley. 

 

Finally, the one that got away. A few years ago an experienced bird watcher 

was driving up the A1 and recorded a White-tailed Sea Eagle flying west over 

Wansford. If you had been looking up at the time you would have surely 

seen and marvelled at it. So always look at birds in your garden - and in the 

sky, you will be surprised at what flies by. 



36 

Dear Editor 
  
Rotary Charity Golf Day 
  
We were very pleased to receive donations from a number of organisations in 
the distribution area. I am delighted to report that we raised nearly 
£8,500  for East Anglian Air Ambulance and other local Rotary charities, 
thanks to the generosity of sponsors and players. Our Golf day was          
wonderfully hosted by Ben and Fee of Elton Furze who we thank for making 
this event so successful.  
  
Many thanks for your valued support, please watch out for us again next 
year. 
  
Cherie Cawood  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
editor@livingvillagesmagazine.co.uk 

 Affordable Housing in Wansford – or Something Else? 
 

The Parish Council has once again been approached by Cambridgeshire 
ACRE requesting if there is any interest in the village for delivering     
Affordable Housing. 
Great play is made of Affordable Housing in communities, please let me 
know your views on this. 
 
However, what seems topical in Wansford is the need for well-appointed 
smaller properties to suit senior residents who find themselves alone in a 
large family home and would welcome somewhere more manageable. 
Friendships and community spirit are major reasons for living in    
Wansford, so if this is something you support, again please let me know 
how we should move forward. 
 
John Stannage.          
Chairman, Wansford Parish Council 
john.stannage@eprl.co.uk 
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It’s time to Get Active – Nassington has started Walking for Health! 
Do you want to be more active? 
Do you struggle to meet the recommended weekly target of 150 
minutes moderate exercise? 
You are not alone!  Yet lots of us don’t realise how easy it can be or how little 
we actually need to do. Forget joining a gym, taking up running or aiming to 
do 10,000 steps. A brisk walk, two or three times a week, is enough to meet 
current guidelines.  
A regular brisk walk will improve the performance of your heart and lungs, 
lowering blood pressure and reducing your risk of heart disease or strokes. In 
fact, walking regularly at any speed will help you manage your weight, reduce 
your risk of certain cancers, improve flexibility and strength of your joints, 
muscles and bones, boost your immune system and improve your mood. So 
it’s not surprising that many health professionals consider it to be the nearest 
thing to perfect exercise. 
Introducing Walking For Health 
Walking for Heath is England’s largest network of health walk schemes, with 
over 1,800 walks taking place every week. Run by the Ramblers and supported 
by Macmillan Cancer Support, the scheme has helped thousands of people dis-
cover the benefits of regular group walks.  
The walks are led by specially trained volunteers and are completely free. 
Walks are open to anyone, but are designed for people who are inactive or suf-
fering from a long term health condition. They are not cross country hikes; 
they aren’t competitive or timed, and they certainly aren’t fitness training ses-
sions. Instead they are at a pace that works for you, over a distance you are 
comfortable with. What’s more, they are a great way of making new friends, 
and they always start / end somewhere where you can have a well-deserved 
cuppa!  
Nassington Joins the Scheme 
Nassington has just become the latest place to gain its own walk under the 
banner of Walking for Health. So dust off those sensible shoes and get in touch 
with Robert Phipps (01780 782558) to find out more. Don’t worry about not 
being fit enough – we want everyone to take part!  
If you’re still not sure it’s right for you, check out the website walking-
forhealth.org.uk where you can see for yourself how thousands of people 
across the country are benefitting from being more active.  
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Fri 1 
WI 3C’s Craft Coffee and 
Community 

10.00am Community hall Jan Armitage 789996 29 

Sat 2 Gin and Jazz 
5.00 - 
11.30pm 

Water Newton  
01733 
230628 

 

Wed 6 
Friends of St Mary’s and 
St Andrew’s 

10.30am Community Hall Dora Baker 782519 8 

Wed 6 Communicare Meeting 6.30pm Wansford Surgery   14 

Fri 8 Accapella Fest 7.30pm Wansford Church Alan Jones 783205 13 

Mon 11 Wansford Parish Council  7.30pm Community Hall Wendy Gray 
01778 
441312 
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Tues  12 WI meeting 7.15pm Prebendal Manor Jan Armitage 789996 29 

Wed 13 Welcome Coffee Stop 10.30am Wansford Church Dora Baker 782519 8 

Fri 15 
WI 3C’s Craft Coffee and 
Community 

10.00am Community hall Jan Armitage 789996 29 

Sat 16 Men’s Breakfast 8.30am Queens Head Ian Scott  9 

Sat 16 Flower Arranging Class 
10.00 - 
12.30pm 

Stibbington 
Centre 

 782386 23 

Wed 20 
Friends of St Mary’s and 
St Andrew’s 

10.30am Community Hall Dora Baker 782519 8 

Fri 22 WI trip to Ely Cathedral   Jan Armitage 789996 29 

Sat 23 
Sutton Village Strawberry 
Fayre 

2.00 - 
5.00pm 

The Pound 
Paddock 

  8 

Sun 24 
Hort Society trip to Beth 
Chatto’s Gardens and 
R.H.S. Hyde Hall  

  Gill Fisher 782446 15 

Wed 27 Welcome Coffee Stop 10.30am Wansford Church Dora Baker 782519 8 

Sat 30 Churches in Bloom 
12.00 - 
5.00pm 

Local churches   6 

JULY 
Sun 1 

Churches in Bloom 
12.00 - 
5.00pm 

Local churches   6 

Sun 1 
Harmony Singing 
Workshop 

2.00 - 
5.30pm 

Stibbington 
Centre 

 782386 23 

Sun 1 Strawberry Fayre 4.00pm St Remigius Tony Capon 
01733 
237500 

9 

DIARY DATES – JUNE 2018 

Copy deadline next month: 20th June 2018 
 

editor@livingvillagesmagazine.co.uk 
 

This magazine is available online at  www.livingvillagesmagazine.co.uk  
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Oil and gas boiler servicing, 
fault diagnosis and repairs.  
Heating system repairs,        
installation and upgrades.  
LPG gas, fires, boilers and 
cookers. 
 

8 Black Swan Spinney, Wansford 
Email: 
jo.childs@jc-heatingservices.co.uk 
 

www.jc-heatingservices.co.uk 

 


